Differences between patients with temporal lobe seizures and those with other forms of epileptic attacks.
Seventy-eight patients with temporal lobe type seizures were precisely matched for age, sex, and Wechsler I.Q. levels with patients suffering from other seizure types. Statistically significant differences were established between the groups in regard to treatment response, etiologies, and behavioral variables. Further analysis of the data showed that the behavioral problems of the temporal lobe patients were present only in that group that suffered from more than one seizure type. That temporal lobe epilepsy group having only one seizure type differed from the controls with one seizure type in regard to etiological factors; they actually showed better performance on certain subscales of the WAIS, as well as better employment records. The clinical impression of the temporal lobe epilepsy patient usually presenting more difficulties than other patients with epilepsy results from the fact that the temporal lobe patients have, in the overwhelming majority of instances, more than one seizure type.